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MESSAGE FROM OUR
NATIONAL DIRECTOR

2012 was a milestone year for the nation of Laos! Lao PDR celebrated its
entry to the World Trade Organization; it hosted more than four dozen
heads of state during the Asia Europe Meetings and, in 2012, it once again
enjoyed strong economic growth of 8 per cent.Vientiane was beautified,
further positioning Laos as one of the top tourist destinations in the world.

While we commend the Lao PDR for these achievements, VWorld Vision
recognises that advancement has not yet reached all Lao children.
A UNICEF report found that /5 per cent of Lao children face severe
deprivation from access to healthcare, sanitation, shelter or food. That is
why World Vision, now into our fourth decade in Lao PDR, is more
committed than ever to our goal of creating change for children.

In 2012, we saw many remarkable stories that highlighted how our partnership is making a difference for
children. In Xiangdao village, 17 infants moved from being undernourished to nourished after their mothers
learned better feeding and care practices. Twelve children in Khamteuy village returned to school following
negotiations with parents, government officials and village leaders. Some 76 boys and girls were reunited with
their families after being trafficked to neighbouring countries. Stories like these are being replicated across the
more than 500 villages where World Vision works.

There is no doubt that Lao PDR is a country with tremendous potential. Its young population is a particular
strength and World Vision is passionate to see that every child - even those from the most remote villages - can
live life in all of its fullness. We are grateful for the generousity of the more than 40,000 donors from ||
countries that have supported our work and we are thankful to the Lao government for opening doors so that
together we can bring hope to children.

As the new World Vision Laos National Director, | pray that we will see even greater results in 201 3!

With blessings,

Amelia Merrick

www.wvi.org/laos
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World Vision Lao PDR Tel: 856 21 414 169,452, 100 World ViS'LQn®
333 Nong Bone Road Fax:856 21 451 101
PO.Box 312 Email: Laos@wvi.org
Vientiane, Lao PDR 1005 Web: www.wvi.org/laos
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